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The Second People’s Health Assembly, Cuenca, Ecuador, 2005 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
Peter Waples-Crowe (Vic, Stephanie Bell (NT), Pat Naderson (NT), Leshay Maidment (NT), Lisa 
Jackson Pulver (NSW), Gary Simons (NSW) and Bronwyn Fredericks (Qld) were the Indigenous 
representatives who attended the Second People’s Health Assembly in Ecuador last July as part of a 
larger Australian delegation of 22 people drawn from all over Australia.  
 
Over 80 countries and 1,300 people participated in the Assembly to analyse global health problems 
and to develop strategies to promote Health for All. 
 
Pat Anderson, Executive Officer, Australian Co-operative Research Centre in Aboriginal Health, 
Chaired one of the plenary sessions on the first day. Peter Waples-Crowe, Bronwyn Fredericks, 
Stephanie Bell, Leshay Maidment and Lisa Jackson Pulver all spoke during this session on topics 
including traditional foods, education, breastfeeding, housing, the Stolen Generations, and 
employment as they all relate to the health status of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This 
session highlighted the limited knowledge that other parts of the world have about Indigenous 
Australian peoples and issues of inequality in Australia. For example, a delegate from Argentina stated 
that the information she had about Australia had lead her to believe that “Australia was a paradise”. 
Another delegate stated that he thought that, “Aboriginal people in Australia lived in caves”. The 
delegates were generally unaware of the ongoing impacts of colonisation and the poor health status 
experienced by Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
 
Lisa Jackson Pulver, Pat Anderson, Stephanie Bell and Leshay Maidment were also able to take 
advantage of a five-day university workshop for health activists hosted by the International People’s 
Health Council that was held before the People’s Health Assembly. More than half the Australian 
delegation participated in this workshop.  
   
Participatin in the Assembly and the workshop gave us a greater understanding of how People’s 
Health Movement works and provided us with an opportunity to hear of new health promotion 
strategies, health advancement programs and methods of advocacy and mobilising people for change. 
It also gave us the opportunity to make contacts and establish dialogue with other people with whom 
we can have on-going contact with in our work towards the goals of Health for All.  
 
The Indigenous delegates would like to thank the Public Health Association of Australia Inc. for the 
sponsorship that enabled us to attend the Second People’s Health Assembly. 
